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The Euro and Europe in the midst of attention:

"Even when it looks that nothing happens, 
something happens somewhere"
 
THE HAGUE – The year 2011 will undoubtedly enter history as the year in which the Euro, and thus also Europe, came in the centre of everyone's interest. The direct impact on lives and own finance became suddenly crystal clear. In media, experts tumbled over each other with conflicting opinions, everyday citizens wonder what they should to do more to influence Brussels.
by Joanette van der Mey
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Erik van der Kooij asked himself years ago the same. He saw that if Europe wanted to play an important role in the world, not only a strong and sustainable economy is necessary and a robust foreign and security policy, but also connections with immaterial trends, such as values, norms, culture, identity, wellbeing and prosperity. In the member-states there are citizens living with voting rights, it is important that they feel themselves at home in Europe. He realized that more interest in Europe was needed. Looking for motivation and reasons for people to feel sympathy with Europe, he began to acquire knowledge about organization of and decision making by European institutions and attended meetings, workshops and seminars. 
In 2007 he established Feeling in Europe Foundation.




      Erik van der Kooij established FeelingEUROPE Foundation to inspire to think along       

                                                                                                                                                         and to take part with Europe 

Confidence

The (English) site of the foundation, www.feelingeurope.eu, informs on many subjects, classed and easy to find, a source of information. Van der Kooij, "There are many officials, enough to populate a village, but they do support a whole continent. And if there is no Europe anymore, then what? Europe can not be abolished anymore. We have to make the best of it. Trust and a positive attitude are hereby of interest. "On his site a statement of Dennis de Rougemont: "It's what you and I, what we, the European people make of it tomorrow”.
“Who wants to shape an opinion on Europe, should know how it works, how decisions are reached, and which institutes are responsible for which policy. "For even if you think there is nothing happening in Europe’s decision-making, something happens somewhere. "Through the sites www.europa.eu one can discuss and make his voice heard. Through the site www.euronews.net and www.european-agenda.com one is kept informed of up-to-date news about the EU. Informed citizens who can make good choices are strengthening Europe. As President Buzek of The European Parliament said: "There is no "us" and "you". We can say loudly and clear: this Europe belongs to all of us." 
